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According to a report based on government statistics, and published in the weekly magazine Gente
(Managua), 40% of maternal deaths in Nicaragua and Honduras, and 20% in Costa Rica (1989) are
caused by complications arising from clandestine abortions. The report stated that the real numbers
could be higher. Forty percent of Honduran women give birth in public hospitals. Hospital records
show 43 maternal fatalities per 100,000 live births. In private clinics, fatalities increase to 134 per
100,000 live births. There are 912,000 Nicaraguan women of childbearing age. The fertility rate is 5.01
overall, and over 7 in rural areas. (Basic data from Notimex, 03/28/91)
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